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Adjustments in the U.S. Global Strategy and the American
Tariff Policy: A Political Economy Perspective

XU Zhun

Abstract : This paper critically engages with common narratives surrounding the Trump—era tariff
policy. I argue that the tariff war is neither the result of irrational policymaking nor a mere strategy to

divert attention from domestic contradictions. Rather, it constitutes an economic strategy framed within
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the broader context of America’ s strategic retreat. The Trump administration views the U. S. role as the
center of the global system as overly costly, thereby justifying the need for retrenchment. Politically, this
vision implies a shift toward multipolarity based on spheres of influence; economically, it signals a refusal
to continue underwriting the existing global political-economic order. The Trump administration seeks to
use tariffs to reshape the global order—an idea reflected in the so—called Mar—a—Lago Accord—aiming to
secure regional hegemony within a more fragmented international system. However, the implementation of
the tariff strategy diverges significantly from its original design and ultimately proved ineffective. Based on
this analysis, the paper explores potential future strategic moves by the U.S. It concludes by arguing that
China can prevail in the tariff war by strengthening the leadership of the Communist Party of China and
more effectively implementing socialist policies.

Keywords : The U. S. Global Strategy; Tariff War; Political Economy; Mar—a—Lago Accord
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