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Out of the ‘“Panoramic Narrative” : Studies on the Internal
Relocation of Enterprises During the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression Methodological reflections

WANG Xin  GUO Yuxuan WANG Haiying

Abstract : The relocation of enterprises and the development of rear—area industries during the Second
Sino—Japanese War constitute a significant theme in modern economic history. This paper undertakes a
methodological reflection on the research approaches to this topic. First, by distinguishing between factual

descriptions and causal inferences in the existing panoramic narrative literature, it finds that while the
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former has reached relatively stable consensus, the latter lacks systematic tests of competing hypotheses.
Second, through a review and comparative evaluation of the literature, the paper organizes and standardizes
several core competing propositions along the lines of “what happened—what influenced it—what impact
it produced,” and assesses, from a methodological perspective, the applicability and complementarity of
the interpretive tradition and the explanatory tradition. Finally, the study concludes that factual accounts
regarding the periodization of enterprise relocation, the differences between military and private firm
migration routes, and the industrial geography of western China are relatively well established, with
future contributions expected at the level of micro—cases and region—industry specificities. At the same
time, evidence remains insufficient on whether wartime demand, state control policies, and infrastructure
investment generated long—term effects on industrial development in the rear areas, calling for further
validation through digitized historical data, county—level databases, and rigorous identification strategies.
Looking ahead, future research should adopt a problem—oriented approach, advance dynamic perspectives
and interdisciplinary integration, and achieve a paradigm synthesis of interpretation and explanation,
thereby offering causal explanations and mechanism—based insights into the industrialization experience of
wartime China.

Keywords : Anti—Japanese War period; Inward Relocation of Enterprises; Indusirial Development in

the Rear
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